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	 Book Reviews 139
attention	to	Amerindian	cosmologies	and	ontologies.		With	its	broad	temporal	
and	geographical	scope,	its	recourse	to	a	variety	of	sources	of	information,	and	
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centered	on	bilingual	education	and	 interculturality	 (interculturalidad).	 	She	
perceives	the	struggles	as	a	new	mode	of	indigenous	activism	that	merits	specific	
attention.	 	In	the	(Amazonian)	experience	of	 this	reviewer,	 interculturalidad 
appears	a	sort	of	new	buzz-word	widely	used	 in	Peru;	yet,	 few	people	have	
seemed	to	have	a	clear	perception	of	what	exactly	it	means.		García	explains	it	













Andean	highlands.	 	 In	doing	so,	 the	activists	are	not	voicing	 the	 subjective	
interests	of	the	rural	grassroots	vis-à-vis	a	negligent	state.		On	the	contrary,	
the	activists	have	the	state	as	an	ally	and	Highland	parents	as	their	adversaries.	






improving	 the	 social,	 economic	and	political	marginalization	 in	which	 they	
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participation	 in	development	and	politics—even	 if	 this	participation	comes	
about	in	terms	of	parent	opposition	to	the	project	and	in	ways	that	are	very	
different	from	what	activists	had	expected	(p.	3).	
	 García	 is	very	clear	about	 the	 fact	 that	she	sees	 the	activists	as	 friends;	
they	are	the	ones	with	whom	she	did	the	more	enjoyable	part	of	her	fieldwork	
spending	many	happy	hours	in	exciting	conversation.		She	did	do	fieldwork	







villagers.	 	Hers	might	be	 labeled	 innovative	fieldwork	 in	an	unconventional	









constantly	 reworked	within	 contexts	 of	 shifting	 alliances	 and	 rethinking	of	









Ecuador	 and	Bolivia	where	nation-wide	 indigenous	movements	have	 been	
effervescent	and	very	capable	of	attracting	global	public	attention.					
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interpretive	analysis	of	cultures	or	cosmologies.	 	Her	skill	 is	 in	highlighting	
interconnections	and	 identifying	zones	of	engagement	 in	which	 indigenous	
parents,	state	officials,	and	activists	construct	and	disrupt,	negotiate	and	contest	
the	means	and	ends	of	not	only	education,	but	also	at	the	same	time	of	identity,	
citizenship	 and	 representation.	 	From	 this	 perspective,	 the	 process	 consists	
in	no	more	and	no	less	than	the	articulation	of	practices	of	multiculturalism.	
García	indeed	takes	bilingual	intercultural	education	to	be	the	mechanism	par	






and	 step-by-step,	 keeping	 the	 reader’s	 curiosity	 suspended	 in	never-ending	
longing	to	find	out	what	new	machinations	are	to	be	found	around	the	next	
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	 Those	 not	 concerned	with	 bilingual	 intercultural	 education	 and	 the	
representations	related	to	this	policy	but	holding	a	general	interest	in	indigenous	
politics,	 politics	 of	 language,	 or	 the	history	 of	 indigenismo	may	 still	 benefit	
from	reading	the	introduction,	conclusions	(Chapter	6)	and	Part	I	of	the	book	









Paisajes Sonoros de un Mundo Coherente. Prácticas Musicales y Religión en 
la Sociedad Wichí.  Miguel A. García. Buenos Aires: Instituto Nacional 
de Musicología, 2005. 254 pp., 2 mapas, 7 transcripciones musicales, 3 





las	 prácticas	musicales	 vigentes	 antes	 y	 durante	 los	 primeros	momentos	 de	
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